NC TE CENTER

National Cybersecurity Training & Education Center

Advancing cybersecurity education for tomorrow’s workforce.

ﬂ'-‘g The National Cybersecurity Training and Education Center (NCyTE) is funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF) grant #2054724.
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Instructor
Introductions

* Background in
cybersecurity education

* Experience supporting
student teams

* Roles during the Challenge

Dr. Vincent Nestler
Associate Professor
Senior Personnel, NCyTE Center

vnestler@csusb.edu

Andrew Stone

Assistant Academic Chair

Associate Professor - Engineering, Cybersecurity
and Industrial Technology

Suffolk County Community College

stonea@sunysuffolk.edu

Dustin Bessette

Instructor & Advisor

Mt. Hood Community College
dustin.bessette@mhcc.edu
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Student Expectations

* Commit approximately 160+ hours

* Work collaboratively in a team environment
 Attend weekly instructor meetings

* Complete all project milestones

* Present findings at the end of the Challenge
* Complete the VCCC evaluation

Schedule

* Week 1 - Workshop begins: Introduction to program work roles
* Week 2 - Introduction to the network requirements
* Week 3 - Network admin basics, Kanban, Gantt charts, Visio diagrams

* Week 4 to 10- Teams work independently and receive guidance on
network management and pentest prep

* Week 11 - Pentest
» Week 12 (Mid-April) - Team presentations
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Student Requirements

No cost to enroll, but must complete the VCCC evaluation
Must have access to the internet and a working computer
Must have completed an introduction to networking class
Must have completed a cybersecurity class

Must be currently enrolled in a cybersecurity program

How to Apply

* Attend an information session (required)

» Complete the VCCC application

 Obtain an instructor endorsement

* Submit all materials by December 8, 2025
 Watch for notification around December 15
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Instructor Endorsement

* Confirms the students’ abilities to meet the challenge.

* Holds periodic check-ins.

* Mentor students on team building, project management, and
communications.

Q&A

“The highlights of this experience for me were gaining hands-on
experience with real-world cybersecurity challenges, applying theoretical
knowledge to protect systems and data, and developing practical skills
that go beyond textbook learning. This project was truly eye-opening,
giving me a deeper understanding of the complexities and intricacies
involved in the field of cybersecurity.” Cybersecurity Career Challenge

Student
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